FOOTSLOGGER

is confidence, and the re-framing of the Treaty in the terms of
equality, justice, clemency, and goodwill will be the first measure
to promote that confidence in which atmosphere alone it is
possible to conduct business.

" Great Britain with a vast and increasing population, depends
for her lifeblood upon her foreign markets* Markets we must
have before any other necessary palliatives are introduced,
calculated to govern that other problem of occasional unemploy-
ment, due to trade depression, or to the introduction of labour-
saving machinery in a particular craft,"

But this policy was not that of the Liberal Party.

I entered into the field almost unknown in the district; and
had the campaign lasted longer, there is considerable possibility for
believing that for the first time in the history of the Uxbridge con-
stituency, always Conservative, a Liberal would have been elected
to Parliament. As it was, my poll was but a bare one thousand
votes behind Commander Burney. On several occasions since,
deputations and persons from each of the three political Parties
have approached me with a view to enlisting my Candidature,
But, holding the view that democratic government on its present
basis has outrun its usefulness, and that no man without making
concession to his conscience or to his common sense can serve a
Party, I have resisted what might have proved a dominating
interest.

Moreover, I had no desire whatever to be a voting machine
in the House of Commons, to participate in meaningless debates,
seldom even reported in the Press, or to waste my time in the
Lobbies of the House of Commons. These Lobbies may be suit-
able places for company promoters, trade-union secretaries,
paragraphists and the writers of gossip, and lawyers looking for
briefs; but I am perfectly positive that a month of House of
Commons life would drive me to the depths of despair and
exasperation. One observes nothing but endless Royal Com-
missions which achieve nothing ; endless conferences out of
which nothing practical proceeds ; endless talk where a man of
action would say, " This will I do."

Liberalism stands for the sovereignty of the individual. I believe
that in the political field, Liberalism, though not ,the present
Party, will again recover its appeal when it addresses'itself to the
sentiment of the nation in its love of personal liberty. The
price of liberty is eternal vigilance. The work of Liberalism is
not yet done.